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Orientation & Placement
Writing Task /40

Do you think tertiary education should be free? Write your opinion. Write about
150-200 words.
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Quantity
One or two sentences, or fewer Half a page for task Task completed fully

Punctuation

Little use of capital letters, full stops and
commas

Some errors in the use of capital letters, full stops and
commas

Capital letters, full stops and commas used
appropriately

Spelling

Common words misspelled

Some errors in spelling

Spelling is correct or almost correct

Vocabulary

Common words, mainly of few syllables

Some use of words of more than two syllables; some
use of descriptive words; some content specific
vocabulary used

Descriptive vocabulary used; vocabulary is
specific to content; multi-syllabic words are
common

Sentence structure

Important elements, such as subjects or
verbs, are missing; simple sentences only
used

Some errors in sentence structure; compound
sentences and prepositional phrases are used

Sentence structures are correct; prepositional
phrases, compound and complex sentences are
used; use of embedded clauses and conditionals

Paragraphing

No attempt at paragraphing

Evidence of paragraphing, but not suitably developed

Paragraphs are used; clearly one idea per
paragraph; paragraph well-developed

Development of argument

Little linear or logical development of the text

Opinion is stated but may not be well supported or
believable.

Argument is logically developed and claims are
supported

Structure and format

Text is not formatted to essay conventions

Some attempt at formatting and structuring according
to essay conventions

Essay conventions used: introduction (argument
stated and contextualised); conclusion

Diagnostic.Writing.doc




